Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.126; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.3.
Related literature
The title compound is an intermediate of the drug etoricoxib (systematic name: 5-chloro-6 0 -methyl-3-[4-(methylsulfonyl)-phenyl]-2,3 0 -bipyridine). For the structure of etoricoxibium picrate, see : Jasinski et al. (2011) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Jasinski et al., 2011) . As part of our interest in the intermediate, we report here the crystal structure of the title compound.
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Fig. 1 . All the non-H atoms are almost located in one plane as the atoms O1 and O2 are shifted 0.0377 and 0.0236 Å out of the pyridine ring plane, respectively.
The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-H···N and C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) . π···π stacking is present between pyridine rings of the neighboring molecules.
Experimental 6-Methyl-nicotinic acid was purchased commercially. Crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by slow evaporation of a methanol solution.
Refinement
All H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H (CH 3 ) = 0.96 Å or C-H (CH) = 0.93 Å and O-H = 0.82 Å with U iso (H) =1.5 U eq (C,O) for methyl and carboxyl H atoms and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for the others. Friedel pairs were merged as no significant anomalous scatterings. Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound with atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. H atoms are represented as small spheres of arbitrary radii. 
Special details
Geometry. All esds (except the esd in the dihedral angle between two l.s. planes) are estimated using the full covariance matrix. The cell esds are taken into account individually in the estimation of esds in distances, angles and torsion angles; correlations between esds in cell parameters are only used when they are defined by crystal symmetry. An approximate (isotropic) treatment of cell esds is used for estimating esds involving l.s. planes. 
